
 
February 2021 

 
Algonquin Books 
400 Silver Cedar Court 
Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Attn:  Kiele Raymond 
Kiele.Raymond@gmail.com 
 
Dear Ms. Raymond: 
 
The Go On Girl! Book Club, Inc. is a nationally recognized, not-for-profit organization that 
supports authors of the Black African Diaspora by choosing one book per month for all club 
members to read and discuss.  Each chapter completes a detailed questionnaire to share 
opinions about each book with authors and publishers.  Those opinions are summarized, and a 
letter is sent to the author.  As the Author Correspondent for the book club, the honor of 
compiling the opinions and writing to the author is mine.  I am pleased to inform you that The 
His Only Wife was our February 2021 selection, under the book club category of 
“International”. 
 
His Only Wife told the story of a complicated marriage arrangement that is based on the 
cultural foundation of Ghanaian tradition.  The story described contemporary polygamous 
relationships and arranged marriages with modern couples in West Africa.  The protagonist 
embarked on a courageous journey to discovering her own boundaries with love and 
relationships.  Our members thought the writing was clear and very descriptive, even overly 
descriptive in some of the passages.  Even though the story was interesting and pushed the 
reader forward with a strong desire to learn how it concludes, we would not describe it as a 
page-turner. 
 
Without a doubt, we felt that Evelyn was one of the strongest characters.  We liked her hustle 
and her realistic outlook.  We identified with her ability to turn circumstances to her own 
advantage.  Initially, we wondered if she would double-cross Afi, but found that Evelyn was a 
straight-shooter and that she gave Afi some good advice.  We thought that Afi’s character was 
well-developed and that she was a spunky and brave heroine even though she needed almost 
the entire novel to come into her own and to find her own voice. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
The story engaged us most deeply on the question of understanding marriage in the traditional and 
cultural sensibility of Ghanaian culture.  Most of us were unfamiliar with the concept of polygamy 
being openly accepted within a society and our most heated discussions concerned our feelings 
about having multiple wives and also about the acceptance or inevitability of marital infidelity.  We 
believed His Only Wife opened our eyes to think in a different way about marital love, marital 
relations, and monogamy. 
 
The most frequently mentioned question about the story was whether or not there would be a 
sequel and if the sequel would retell the story from the perspective of the Liberian “other” woman.  
Some members also desired to hear the story from the viewpoint of the main male character, Eli.  We 
wondered how he felt about having his life manipulated by his domineering mother and his two love 
partners.  An unexpected number of our chapters noted that part of their book discussion 
surrounded the question of whether Eli loved both his lover and his tribal wife.  Can true, passionate 
love (eros) exist outside of exclusivity? 
 
We enjoyed this novel and saw it as a unique love story with unexpected twists on a number of 
uncommon themes. 
 
We thank you for publishing this book. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Florence Garlick 
Author Correspondent 
GOGLtrs@gmail.com 
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