
 
December 2019 

 
Ms. Stephanie Stokes Oliver 
c/o Simon & Schuster, Inc. 
1230 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY  10020 
 
 
Dear Ms. Stokes Oliver: 
 
The Go On Girl! Book Club, Inc. is a nationally recognized, not-for-profit organization that 
supports authors of the Black African Diaspora by choosing one book per month for all club 
members to read and discuss.  Each chapter completes a detailed questionnaire to share 
opinions about each book with authors and publishers.  Those opinions are summarized, and 
a letter is sent to the author.  As the Author Correspondent for the book club, the honor of 
compiling the opinions and writing to the author is mine.  I am pleased to inform you that 
Black Ink: Literary Legends On the Peril, Power, and Pleasure of Reading and Writing was our 
December 2019 selection, under the book club category of “Anthology”. 
 
The concept of Black Ink was so in keeping with the mission and vision of Go On Girl! Book 
Club that it could not help but being one of our favorite reads of 2019.  The collection so 
poignantly encapsulated the importance, impact, and implications of literacy to people of 
color that it will be a benchmark work in this area well into the future.  We loved the division 
of the collection into works written during three major periods of history that showed how 
the achievement of literacy was won at the peril of human life; how it was and is used as a 
weapon against racism; and, lastly, how it contributes to the beauty of art in words now and 
into the future. 
 
By and large, the first section of the book was the most commented upon by our 
membership.  Many readers were informed for the first time or had their memories refreshed 
about the lengths to which our predecessors had to go in order to achieve literacy.  The 
stories of the monumental efforts of early African Americans to learn to read and to write 
must be shared with our young people.  They must not be ignorant of the sacrifices and 
superhuman efforts of their ancestors to achieve the attainment of literacy. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
A significant number of our chapters indicated the book was educational and that they 
learned information about some of their favorite authors that they did not know before.  
The book broadened our base of knowledge about some of the greatest known African 
American authors and revealed the multi-dimensional talents of Langston Hughes, Alice 
Walker, Terry McMillan, and others.  One of the most frequent comments from our 
members was that Black Ink prompted them to additional reading to enlarge upon the 
information provided in the collection. 
 
Without a doubt the most controversial aspect of our members responses was the most 
frequently mentioned unanswered question.  That unanswered question was why the book 
was not available in audio.  We wondered if it was intentionally not done in audio or if it was 
simply too difficult logistically.  We found ourselves discussing the difference between 
reading a book and listening to a book.  It was noted that in keeping with the premise of 
Black Ink, all GOG members actually read the collection and experienced the joy and 
privilege that only the reading of the printed word can deliver. 
 
We thank you for editing this book. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Florence Garlick 
Author Correspondent 
GOGLtrs@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 


